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Abstract:

The world has witnessed numerous political events and upheavals, many of which have
been accompanied by violations and crimes that shock the conscience. One of the most heinous
among them is crimes against humanity. Based on this premise, this research examines crimes
against humanity in terms of their nature and the relevant legal provisions. The objective is to
analyze the international legal frameworks and UN resolutions addressing these crimes to assess
their adequacy in combating them and to provide a better understanding of the international
legal framework governing crimes against humanity. The study is structured into a preliminary
section and two main chapters. The preliminary section discusses the concept of crimes against
humanity, while the first chapter examines the elements of the crime and its constitutive acts.
The second chapter discusses criminal responsibility for crimes against humanity before
international courts. The research adopts a descriptive, analytical, historical, and comparative
methodology.

The study reached several key findings, the most important of which is that the statutes of
the Nuremberg and Tokyo Tribunals laid the foundation for the development of the concept of
crimes against humanity, despite the political influences that shaped them. Additionally, the
study concluded that the International Criminal Court (ICC) faces significant challenges,
including the refusal of many states to ratify the Rome Statute, the reluctance of the UN
Security Council to refer certain cases involving crimes against humanity to the ICC for
political reasons, and the difficulty of apprehending and surrendering accused individuals to the
Court.

Accordingly, the study recommends that states set aside political interests when addressing
crimes against humanity and other international crimes. It also proposes that the Rome Statute
be incorporated into the UN treaty framework so that all UN member states automatically
become parties to it, similar to the International Court of Justice. Furthermore, the study urges
the United Nations to review the decision-making process within the Security Council,
particularly regarding the veto power. Additionally, it emphasizes the need for the Security
Council to be automatically tasked with ensuring the enforcement of ICC rulings and taking
necessary measures for their implementation.
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